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Philadelphia 1777 is no place for the faint of heart. The rumble of war with the British grows

louder each day, and spies for and against the Patriots are everywhere. No one is above

suspicion. Still, everyday life must go on and young Maddy Rose must help her mother,

especially since her father's death at the Battle of Princeton and now with her beloved brother

Jonathan off with Washington's army. But when childhood games become life-and-death

actions, Maddy Rose is drawn ever deeper into events that will explode beyond her imagining.

As young America stands on the very brink of its fight for freedom, it becomes clear that even

the smallest of citizens can play the largest of parts, and that the role of a patriot has nothing to

do with age and everything to do with heart. In The Scarlet Stockings Spy, Trinka Hakes Noble

melds a suspenseful tale of devotion, sacrifice, and patriotism with the stark realities of our

country's birth.Noted picture book author and illustrator Trinka Hakes Noble has pursued the

study of children's book writing and illustrating in New York City at Parsons School of Design,

the New School University, Caldecott medalist Uri Shulevitz's Greenwich Village Workshop,

and New York University. She has authored and illustrated numerous books including the

popular Jimmy's Boa series, which has been translated into six languages. Trinka lives in

Berrnardsville, New Jersey. The Scarlet Stockings Spy is her first book with Sleeping Bear

Press. Because Robert Papp's childhood drawings of his favorite superheros were such a

pleasure, it was only natural that he would wind up an illustrator. Nowadays, his award-winning

artwork appears on book covers and in magazines instead of on the refrigerator. He has

produced hundreds of cover illustrations for major publishers across the United States. Robert

lives in historic Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

From School Library JournalGrade 3-5-Noble's story, well told in simple descriptive language,

shows both the prevalent mood of anxiety in Philadelphia in 1777, as the American colonists

awaited the British attack, and the realistic side of war, the pathos of young lives lost, and the

stubborn persistence and faith that helped the colonists win. Maddy Rose, the plucky young

daughter of a widow whose earnings come from spinning flax, spends her days sewing seams

in the linens her mother supplies to a local upholstery shop. At night, using her own hand-knit

scarlet stockings and white petticoats, the girl leaves weekly signals on a clothesline, pointing

out the location of suspicious ships in the harbor for her beloved brother, serving in General

Washington's army. Several nights after she spies a British man-of-war, another boy comes in

Jonathan's place, bearing her brother's blue coat in a bundle. After the British defeat, Maddy

hangs an American flag made from that coat and her scarlet stockings and white petticoats on

the clothesline. Papp is a master of portraiture. His soft, realistic, full- and double-page oils are

finely detailed and appear to have been painted from live models. The action, facial

expressions, and scenic detail keep many illustrations from appearing staged and static.

Children with little knowledge of this period in American history will gain some background

from Noble's story.-Susan Scheps, Shaker Heights Public Library, OHCopyright © Reed

Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to

the hardcover edition.From BooklistGr. 2-4. Noble, whose ancestor fought in the Revolutionary

War, brings that time closer in a picture book for older readers that personalizes the period.

The year is 1777, and young Maddy Rose's brother Jonathan has gone to fight with

Washington. Maddy Rose is also doing her part for the revolution. She has worked out a



simple, clever system to inform Jonathan about ships docked in the harbor: her petticoats and

stockings have particular meanings as they hang on the line. Maddy Rose's spy mission is

more exciting than dangerous--until Jonathan fails to appear. The many full-page color pictures

have the look of well-posed photographs, and the events seem staged to fit the patriotic

purpose of the story rather than flowing the way a real remembrance might. For instance, after

her brother's death, Maddy Rose cuts up her scarlet stockings for a flag, even though it's

unlikely she can spare them--especially as she must continue to use them for spying. Still, this

patriotic story with pretty artwork may have wide appeal. Ilene CooperCopyright © American

Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Review"Set in

1777 Philadelphia, The Scarlet Stockings Spy is a story about a young girl, Maddy Rose, who

comes up with a simple and effective way to pass important information to General

Washington, making it clear that the role of patriot has nothing to do with age."-- "Daily

Record" (December 2004) --This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorTrinka

Hakes Noble is the award-winning author of numerous picture books including The Orange

Shoes (2007 National Parenting Publications Awards Honors Winner), The Scarlet Stockings

Spy (2005 IRA Teachers’ Choice), The Last Brother, and The Legend of the Cape May

Diamond. Ms. Noble also wrote the ever-popular Jimmy’s Boa series and Meanwhile Back at

the Ranch, both featured on PBS’s Reading Rainbow. Her many awards include ALA Notable

Children’s Book, Booklist Children’s Editors’ Choice, IRA-CBC Children’s Choice, Learning:

The Year’s Ten Best, and several Junior Literary Guild Selections.Ms. Noble has studied

children’s book writing and illustrating in New York City at Parsons School of Design, the New

School University, Caldecott medalist Uri Shulevitz’s Greenwich Village Workshop, and at New

York University. A member of the Rutgers University Council on Children’s Literature, she was

awarded Outstanding Woman 2002 in Arts and Letters in the state of New Jersey for her

lifetime work in children’s books. Ms. Noble currently lives in the historic Jockey Hollow area of

Bernardsville, New Jersey.Because Robert Papp’s childhood drawings of his favorite

superheros were such a pleasure, it was only natural that he would wind up an illustrator.

Nowadays, his award-winning artwork appears on book covers and in magazines instead of on

the refrigerator. He has produced hundreds of cover illustrations for major publishers across

the United States. Robert lives in historic Bucks County, Pennsylvania.--This text refers to the

hardcover edition.Read more

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/gypML/The-Scarlet-Stockings-Spy-Tales-of-Young-Americans


The SCARLET STOCKINGS SPYPhiladelphia 1777 is no place for the faint of heart. The

rumble of war with the British grows louder each day, and spies for and against the Patriots are

everywhere. No one is above suspicion. Still, everyday life must go on and young Maddy Rose

must help her mother, especially since her father’s death at the Battle of Princeton and now

with her beloved brother Jonathan off with Washington’s army. But when childhood games

become life-and-death actions, Maddy Rose is drawn ever deeper into events that will explode

beyond her imaginings. As young America stands on the very brink of its fight for freedom, it

becomes clear that even the smallest of citizens can play the largest of parts, and that the role

of a patriot has nothing to do with age and everything to do with heart.In The Scarlet Stockings

Spy Trinka Hakes Noble melds a suspenseful tale of devotion, sacrifice, and patriotism with the

stark realities of our country’s birth. Detailed and elaborate artwork by Robert Papp sends the

reader back in time.The SCARLET STOCKINGS SPYTRINKA HAKES NOBLE ~ Illustrated by

ROBERT PAPPFOR THE MAUMEE STREET WRITERS’ CLUB-WITH MY DEEP

APPRECIATION.-THNIT IS A WONDERFUL GIFT TO CREATE ART. THANK YOU TOALL

WHO HAVE ALLOWED ME TO SHARE IT.-RPAUTHOR’S NOTEThe Scarlet Stockings Spy

has deep personal meaning for me because my direct ancestor, James Hakes, was a soldier in

the Revolutionary War. He traveled with his Connecticut regiment to Pennsylvania and New

Jersey to join Washington’s army from September 1776 to March 1777, where they

distinguished themselves at the Battles of Trenton and Princeton. I set this story in the same

time period.My ancestor continued to serve in the Continental Army, and in 1780, General

Washington visited the Hakes home in Rensselaer, New York, where they were expecting a

child. If a boy, the general requested the child be named in his honor. In August of 1780

George Washington Hakes was born and became my great-great-great grandfather.American

history has always been alive for me. Through my writing and storytelling, I am able to

transport myself back to the times of my ancestors. In preparation for writing this story, I walked

the battlefield at Princeton, New Jersey, retracing the footsteps of my ancestor who fought

there 227 years ago. I was deeply moved and felt not only immense gratitude and pride, but a

strong connection to those who came before me, to the characters in my story, to my own

cherished freedom, and to my own country.I consider it an honor to have written The Scarlet

Stockings Spy.Trinka Hakes NobleIn the fall of 1777, Philadelphia sat twitching like a nervous

mouse. The British were going to attack, but no one knew where or when. Congress had fled

inland to York. The Liberty Bell was secreted to Allentown. Folks thought the year resembled a

hangman’s gallows and took it as a bad sign. Now, all the church bells were being removed to

keep the British from melting them down into firearms.Uncertainty settled over the city like soot.

Suspicions skulked through the cobblestone streets like hungry alley cats. Rumors multiplied

like horseflies. Spies were everywhere.
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Young Americans), The Listeners (Tales of Young Americans), The Town that Fooled the

British: A War of 1812 Story (Tales of Young Americans), Friend on Freedom River (Tales of

Young Americans), Rebekkah's Journey: A World War II Refugee Story (Tales of Young

Americans), The Last Brother: A Civil War Tale (Tales of Young Americans), The Scarlet

Stockings Spy (Tales of Young Americans), Minnow and Rose: An Oregon Trail Story (Tales of

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/gypML/The-Scarlet-Stockings-Spy-Tales-of-Young-Americans


Young Americans), The Tsunami Quilt: Grandfather's Story (Tales of Young Americans),

Pappy's Handkerchief (Tales of Young Americans), Paper Son: Lee's Journey to America (Tales

of Young Americans), Junkman's Daughter (Tales of Young Americans), Rudy Rides the Rails:

A Depression Era Story (Tales of Young Americans), Rettie and the Ragamuffin Parade: A

Thanksgiving Story (Tales of Young Americans), Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak: The

Outbreak of the Boston Tea Party Told from Multiple Points-of-View!, I Survived the American

Revolution, 1776 (I Survived #15), Susanna's Midnight Ride: The Girl Who Won the

Revolutionary War

kelsey, “Great to teach about spies.. Super neat book to teach my 4th graders about spies in

the Revolution. We partnered this with a TeachersPayTeachers STEM activity where students

made their own clotheslines and secret codes. They loved it!!”

casey, “IMPRESSED WITH EVERY FACET OF THIS BOOK!. If you like Mike Wimmer's

paintings in the book ALL THE PLACES TO LOVE, and Steve Johnson's paintings in the book

UP NORTH AT THE CABIN and also in the book THE SALAMANDER ROOM, and lastly the

illustrations of Kevin Lepp in the book SAVING THE LIBERTY BELL, you will most definitely be

wowed by Robert Papp's illustrations in this book. As an artist myself, I believe a books

illustrations can either enhance or leave it flat. This book has amazing illustrations.The author

includes a note about how she personally has a strong connection to her Patriot ancestor who

served in the American Revolution. I like that.I too have a Rev War Patriot who saved the state

house bell, (aka "LIBERTY BELL") in Philadelphia. Secretly hauling the bell in a wagon to

Allentown before the Brits could steal it. (This event is mentioned in the first paragraph of page

one.)Buying this book, you will NOT be disappointed.”

David, “Great book. Great book that shows what some of the costs of liberty are and how they

are paid by all.”

Hkb, “Great book for American Revolution study. This book is sweet and sad we homeschool

and are studying the American Revolution and love living history fiction and non fiction books.

this book is great my kids wanted me to read ovee and over”

Linda S, “Excellent book!. My grandchildren and I just read this book, and we enjoyed it very

much. It is set in our nation's early history and tells the tale of a young girl who acts as a spy

for the colonials. It gently describes the plight of poor colonials and of the ways they helped

Washington's army defeat the mighty British. Even moments of pain are shared in a gentle

manner so that a youngster (ages 6 - 12 or so) learns of loss but does not get bogged down in

it.  A really good read, and I highly recommend it!”

R. Cobb, “Good Book. Well Written”

Will&nan, “Engaging and high interest level for 5th Graders. My class loved this book, I used it

to supplement and enhance an American Revolution journal project that we were

creating.Great text and illustrations with a very compelling plot.”

Holly Baloun, “Great Book. Great Book”



The book by Trinka Hakes Noble has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 119 people have provided

feedback.
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